Greater Boston Central Labor Council, Massachusetts AFL-CIO and 
Massachusetts Coalition for Occupational Safety and Health (MassCOSH)


 

MEDIA ADVISORY                                                    April 24, 2009

                                                                                       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACTS:

Tim Sullivan, Massachusetts AFL-CIO                            Marcy Goldstein-Gelb, MassCOSH

(781) 324-8230 (office)                                                  (617) 825-7233 x15 (office)

(617) 680-2344 (day of event)                                        (617) 642-1878 (day of event)

tsullivan@massaflcio.org                                                  marcy.gelb@masscosh.org
 

BOSTON, MA:

When:     Tuesday, April 28, 2009 from 12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.

 

Where:    State House Stairs, Beacon Street, Boston. 
In case of rain: Grand Staircase, 1st Floor, State House.

 

What:      Workers’ Memorial Day: A ceremony to commemorate Workers’ Memorial Day, honoring Massachusetts workers who were killed, injured or made ill on their jobs in 2008; and the release of our annual report, Dying for Work in Massachusetts: The Loss of Life and Limb in Massachusetts.

 

Who:       Co-sponsored by the Massachusetts AFL-CIO, Massachusetts Coalition for Occupational Safety and Health (MassCOSH) and theGreater Boston Labor Council. Attended by workers, families, community, health and labor organizations.  Speakers include:

·        Marcy Goldstein-Gelb, Executive Director, MassCOSH;

·        Richard Rogers, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, Greater Boston Labor Council;

·        Marco Leal, friend and family representative of Romulo Santos, who was electrocuted while working at a Walmart demolition site;

·        Robert Harvey Sr., father of Robert Harvey, who was crushed during a crane collapse at the Fore River Shipyard in Quincy;

·        Chris Augeri, father of Robert Augeri, a construction worker killed by a truck in his workzone;

·        Charlene Richardson, nurse who experienced workplace violence

 

Labor leaders, workers’ families and workplace safety advocates will be available for interviews. 

 

The 21st observance of Workers’ Memorial Day will be commemorated on Tuesday, April 28, 2009 with a memorial event and the release of the 2009 edition of the annual report, Dying for Work in Massachusetts: The Loss of Life and Limb in Massachusetts.

 

The event will begin at 12:00 p.m. with the reading of workers’ names by family members, union brothers and sisters, and friends.  Featured speakers including safety experts, family members, state officials and labor leaders. Event attendees will have the chance to honor men and women who were killed, injured or who suffered from illness on the job last year and visit a legislator to voice support for state safety and health legislation.

 

Hard copies of the 2009 report will be distributed at this event. The report will also be available for review beginning on Monday, April 27th at 5 pm on our websites: www.masscosh.org and www.massaflcio.org. Developed by the Massachusetts AFL-CIO, the Massachusetts Coalition for Occupational Safety and Health (MassCOSH), and Western MassCOSH, the report illuminates the alarming number of preventable deaths due to workplace injuries and illness in Massachusetts in 2008 and calls for political action to put an end to these tragedies.

                                                            ###

