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Labor, family members, public officials, and community gather to honor those

workers killed and injured on the job, and to highlight worker safety at this 21st annual Workers Memorial Day program and memorial procession

This Friday, April 24th community from the tri-state area will gather in Philadelphia to commemorate Workers Memorial Day in honor of workers who were killed or injured on the job during the past year, and to call for stronger laws protecting workers’ health and safety.  The event is being organized by the Philadelphia Area Project on Occupational Safety and Health (Philaposh) and the Philadelphia Area Council, AFL-CIO.

Workers’ advocates will call on the new administration to enact critical changes to our nation’s health and safety standards after 8 years of inaction that allowed preventable injuries and fatalities to occur.  The event will be one of hundreds around the U.S. and the world.  

Also attending will be many families of workers who have died from work-related injuries.  The Tri-State Family Support Network which is part of Philaposh is making sure that families that cannot attend the program also know that their loved ones have not been forgotten and are being honored this April 24th.

On an average day, 16 workers lose their lives as a result of workplace injuries, and at least another 11,000 are injured.  In 2007 approximately 4 million workers were injured, 5,488 were killed due to job hazards, and 50,000 to 60,000 died due to occupational diseases.

This year Philaposh will be releasing a list of 170 names of workplace fatalities in the tri-state area for the period 3/01/08 to 3/01/09.

“After eight years of cuts and rollbacks by the Bush Administration, workers’ safety and health is in serious danger” said Barbara Rahke, Director of Philaposh.  “With the recent appointment of Jordan Barab as Acting Head of OSHA, who has a strong background of advocacy for worker health and safety, we feel our calls for a change of direction will be heard.”

Philaposh is one of twenty coalitions for occupational safety and health (“COSHes”) that are observing Workers Memorial Day.  The COSHes and allies in the Protecting Workers Alliance recently submitted an agenda for worker safety and health reforms to the Obama administration.  The agenda can be found at http://costnetwork.org/node/145.
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Workers Memorial Day Program, Friday, April 24th

Program Outline and List of Speakers (including Families)

9:00 am
Breakfast program at Sheet Metal Workers Hall, 1301 S. Columbus Blvd.



Speakers:



Congressman Patrick Murphy, District 8, U.S. House of Representatives



Dr. Arthur Frank, Chairman, Dept of Environmental and Occupational Health,




Drexel University



Rosalie Hetrick, widow of Thomas Hetrick, Verizon foreman killed on 5/21/08



William George, President, Pennsylvania AFL-CIO

10:45 am
Procession down Columbus Blvd. to Penn’s Landing

11:15 am
Memorial Service at Penn’s Landing (Walnut St. behind Seaport Museum)

Reading of the names of 170 men and women killed at work in the tri-state   area from 3/08 to 3/09



Memorial Guests and Speakers:



Family of Gary Stephens, age 57, killed 1/2/09



Family of Richie Brady, age 24, killed 10/16/08



Family of Mattie Holmes, age 22, killed 8/7/08



Family of Chris Daul, age 44, killed 7/31/08



Family of Sgt. Stephen Liczbinski, age 39, killed 5/308



Family of John Roberts, age 44, killed 10/23/07



Family of Jeff Martin, age 23, killed 9/20/06



Family of Gregory Martin, age 44, killed 9/3/08



Family of Scott Shaw, age 38, killed 9/07/02



Family of Jeff Davis, age 50, killed 7/17/01

