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Dying for Work in Florida

Key Findings

9 There were 4,836 workplace fatalities across all industries in 2015, up from 4,821
fatalities in 2014.

9 Construction; transportation & warehousing; and agriculture, forestry, fishing &
hunting remain nationwide the three industries with the highest numbers of
workplace fatalities.

9 Ninety-one percent of workplace
fatalities in 2015 happened in private
industry.

9 Six of the ten industries nationwide with
the highest levels of workplace fatalities
have seen increases since 2014.

9 The top four events or exposures related
to fatalities nationwide are
transportation incidents; falls, slips, &
trips; contact with objects & equipment; and violence.

1 Workplace fatalities in Florida have increased from 228 deaths in 2014 to 272
deaths in 2015, an increase of 19%, ensuring once again that Florida remains in
the top three states with the highest number of workplace deaths.

1 Construction; transportation & warehousing; and administrative & waste services
remain the three industries with the highest number of workplace fatalities in
Florida.

T In 2014, construction-related fatalities increased by 10% nationally and by 16% in
Florida; in 2015, construction-related deaths only increased between 5-5.5%
locally and nationally although several construction-related occupations reported
their highest level of fatalities in several years.

1 The top three events or exposures related to fatalities in Florida are
transportation incidents; falls, slips, & trips; and violence.

9 Inatroubling development, transportation and warehousing fatalities in Florida

rose by 27%, which is noteworthy as transportation incidents account for the
highest number of deaths both nationally and in the state.
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All stories shared throughout the report are from occupational

fatalities that occurred in Floridan 2016 and early 2017.
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Wo r k Menwrial Day
Every two hours,

Congress passed the Occupational Safety and Health Act
forty-five years ago to ensure that every worker would have

the right to a safe workplace. The OSH Act established the an Amerlcan
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), which
formally came into being on April 28, 1971, with the mission WOI‘keI‘ |S

to “assure safe and healthful working conditions for working

men and women by setting and enforcing standards and by

providing training, outreach, education, and assistance” to permanently
both employers and employees.

silenced. Speak

OSHA provides employers and workers with a set of rules and
regulations that, if followed, would lead to safer and

healthier workplaces. As a result of OSHA, employers are OUt for Safe JObS .
required by law to provide workplaces that are free of known

dangers that could harm their employees. -U i S i De partment
Despite these efforts and the efforts of worker advocates all

over the country, there continue to be thousands of Of LabOI’

workplace deaths each year and on April 28 we join together

in solidarity and remembrance of those individuals who were

killed due to often preventable workplace tragedies. As a community of employers, employees, and
individuals, there are steps that we can and must take to aid in the prevention of work-related deaths.

Nationwide

The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) reports that there were a total of 4,836 workplace fatalities in 2015?
across all occupations, up from 4,821 fatalities in 2014.% Further, the number of fatalities reported in
2015 is the highest number since 2008 when 5,214 fatal injuries were reported.?

Nationwide, the top three industries in which work-related deaths occur are construction;
transportation and warehousing; and agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, which is consistent with
2014 data. In 2015, there were 937 deaths in construction, 765 in transportation and warehousing, and
570 in agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting. * Construction, which showed a ten percent increase in
fatalities in 2014, rose an additional 5.5% in 2015. Moreover, several construction-related occupations,
including laborers (since 2008); carpenters (since 2009); electricians (since 2009); and plumbers,
pipefitters, and steamfitters (since 2003) showed their highest levels of reported fatalities in several

1FY 2015 is the most recent complete year of data available from the BLS and includes the time period of October 1, 2014
through September 20, 2015.

2 FY 2014 runs from October 1, 2013 through September 30, 2014.

3 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xlsx & https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cfoi_revised08.pdf.

4 Source: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx.
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years. > Exceptions to that trend were extraction workers who showed a sharp decline in fatal injuries
from 2014 to 2015.°

Although fatalities in the transportation and warehousing industries remained the same, it is important
to note that fatal injuries in the private truck transportation industry rose nine percent to 546 in 2015,
the highest total since 2007.7 Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting decreased slightly in 2015;
however, the number of fatalities recorded is still up from the 503 fatalities recorded in 2013.%

Industries Nationwide with Highest
Numbers of Fatalities

B Construction M Transportation & warehousing = Agriculture, forestry, fishing, & hunting

984

933

2014 2015

Graphs above and below and pie charts on the next page are based on data acquired from the Bureau of Labor Statistics report
on Fatal Occupational Injuries in the U.S. for the 2014 and 2015 years. For more information, please visit
https://www.bls.gov/iif/cfoi_revised14.htm & https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx.

U.S. Construction Occupational Fatalities in
2015 & 2014
235 ®2014 m2015
208
5 83 79 83
2 43
Construction Laborers Carpenters Electricians Plumbers, Pipefitters, and
Steamfitters

5 Source: https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/cfoi.pdf.

6 Source: https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/cfoi.pdf.

7 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/cfoi.pdf & https://www.bls.gov/iif/cfoi_revised14.htm.
8 Source: https://www.bls.gov/iff/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0277.pdf.
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As the data below suggests, the majority of workplace fatalities continue to occur in the private sector,
which clearly indicates that private industry should be actively engaged in promoting safety and health
in the workplace.

2014 Fatalities

On January 9, 2017, Vincen
Redd, 54, was helping set

up a carnival ride for the
H Private Industry

South Florida Fair in West

Government
Palm Beach when the

forklift he was riding on
touched a powerline,
resulting in hismmediate

2015 Fatalities death. He was holding
steel beanthat came in

contact with the powerline.

M Private Industry

Government

~ R
On May 15, 2016, Everett Rolfe, 69, was working on a paving phojeetstings

when he was struck by a streeteeper and trapped underneath resulting in his
death.Everett was a temporary worker who had only been on the jobsite for a v

Timothy Dubberly, a 58earold electrician in Fernandina Beach, was killed July

2016 while working inside a crane making repairs. The cab separatedtie crane
and Timothy fell 100 feet to his death.

. S
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U.S. Fatal Occupational Injuries by
Top Ten Industries in 2015
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Graph is based on data acquired from the Bureau of Labor Statistics report on Fatal Occupational Injuries in the U.S. for the
2015 year. For more information, please visit https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xlsx.

With the exception of agriculture, retail trade, transportation and warehousing, and wholesale trade,
occupational injuries resulting in death increased nationwide in the top ten industries in 2015.°

((-)n November1, 2016, Gilmer Estaban, 30as killed after fallindrom a ladder throu-g>
a second story window when he los$ bialance trying to remove a ha Olviedo

Jose Perebklernandez, age 47, was killed on Janua203,6 in Miami. He was working
on an elevator when he stopped responding to coworkers. Rescue workers founc
trapped between the elevator and the door.

Ahighway maintenance worker, Daniel Vicente, w8s killed on October 18, 2016 wh
he stopped oto the west shoulder of the southbound laneghs Horida Turnpike near
Deerfield Beaclvith the emergency lights activated on his maintenance truck. As
stood outside his work vehegla truck crashed into thmaintenance truckstriking
Daniel He was &ken to Broward Health North where he died.

-

9 Source: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx.
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U.S. Fatal Occupational Injuries by
Industry in 2014 & 2015
m 2014 m2015
. . 136
Accomodation & food services 143
. . . 364
Administrative & waste services 214
. _ . 584
Agriculture, forestry, fishing, & hunting 577
. 933
Construction 084
. 349
Manufacturing 353
. 186
Other services 203
. . . 253
Public administration 269
. 272
Retail trade 269
. . 799
Transportation & warehousing 799
191
Wholesale trade 175

Graph is based on data acquired from the Bureau of Labor Statistics report on Fatal Occupational Injuries in the U.S. for the
2014 and 2015 years. For more information, please visit https://www.bls.gov/iif/cfoi_revised14.htm &
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx.

It is noteworthy that the majority of fatalities within public administration occur in the justice, safety,
and security professions with 74 deaths at the federal level in 2015, 26 at the state level, and 118 at the
local level. Although the total number of fatalities is similar to that of 2014, the distribution is slightly
different with 69 fatalities at the federal level, 15 at the state level, and 135 at the local level in 2014.
The majority of the workplace deaths at the local level are police and fire protection while the majority
of the deaths at the federal level are national security and international affairs.'® Other notable
increases in workplace deaths are in construction (5%), other services (9%), and administrative and
waste services (14%).™

10 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx & https://www.bls.gov/iif/cfoi_revised14.htm.
11 Other services include repair and maintenance; personal and laundry services; and religious, civic, professional, and similar
organizations.
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Although the following industries were not in the top ten nationwide for workplace fatalities, there are
some concerning statistics regarding the high number of deaths within health care and social assistance;
mining; and arts, entertainment, and recreation. The majority of deaths in all three industries are a
result of transportation incidents although violence is also a prevalent cause of death in health care and
social assistance and arts, entertainment, and recreation.!?> Contact with objects and equipment is an
additional factor in mining fatalities.’> While mining deaths did decline 34% in 2015 with only 120 fatal
injuries compared to the 183 fatal injuries in 2014, it should be noted that mine-related injuries are only
offset by government regulations, specifically the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977, which
safeguards workers in this dangerous occupation.*

U.S. Fatal Occupational Injuries by Industry in
2014 m2015
. . 87
Arts, entertainment & recreation 90
. . 88
Educational services 7
. . 29
Finance & insurance 19
. . 120
Health care & social assistance 121
. 36
Information 42
. 183
Mining 120
. . . 80
Professional & technical services 77
. 88
Real estate, rental, & leasing 64
. 31
|
Utilities 39

Graph is based on data acquired from the Bureau of Labor Statistics report on Fatal Occupational Injuries in the U.S. for the
2013 and 2014 years. For more information, please visit https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx &
https://www.bls.gov/iif/cfoi_revised14.htm.

12 source: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx.
13 Source: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx.
14 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx & https://www.bls.gov/iif/cfoi_revised14.htm.
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Across all industries nationwide in 2015 there were 2,054 fatalities resulting from transportation
incidents; 800 from falls, slips, and trips; 722 from contact with objects and equipment; 703 from
violence; 424 from exposure to harmful substances or environments; and 121 from fires and
explosions.’® The most significant increase when comparing events or exposures related to fatalities in
2015 to the same items in 2014 is an increase of 70 transportation-related fatalities.'® Violent incidents
decreased by 62 fatalities, causing contact with objects and equipment to become number three on the
list of nationwide fatalities by exposure.’

Event or Exposure Related to Fatalities
Nationwide Across All Industries in 2015

2,054

800 222 203
. 424
H B
-

Transportation Falls, slips, & trips  Contact with  Violence & other  Exposure to Fires &
incidents objects & injuries by harmful explosions
equipment persons or substances or
animals environments

Graph is based on data acquired from the Bureau of Labor Statistics report on Fatal Occupational Injuries in the U.S. for 2014.
For more information, please visit https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx .

Nationwide, OSHA cited 29,192 serious violations in 2015 in the top ten categories, including 6,173 for
fall protection, the category with the second highest number of incidents above, and 417 willful
violations, including 161 for fall protection.’® A “serious” violation is defined by OSHA as “one in which
there is substantial probability that death or serious physical harm could result, and the employer knew
or should have known of the hazard.”*® OSHA defines a “willful” violation as one committed with an
intentional disregard of or plain indifference to the requirements of the Occupational Safety and Health

Act and requirements.”?°

While the top ten serious violations remain constant between 2015 and 2016, scaffolding violations
fell from the second highest among violations to the third highest, which is also reflected in the 2016

15 Source: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xlsx .

16 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx & https://www.bls.gov/iif/cfoi_revised14.htm.

17 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx & https://www.bls.gov/iif/cfoi_revised14.htm.

18 Source: http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/13283-oshas-top-10-most-cited-violations-for-fiscal-year-2015.
19 Source: http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/13283-oshas-top-10-most-cited-violations-for-fiscal-year-2015.
20 Source: http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/13283-oshas-top-10-most-cited-violations-for-fiscal-year-2015.
21 Unlike the BLS data, information regarding OSHA violations is available for fiscal year 2016, which runs from October 1, 2015
through September 30, 2016.
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willful violations where it fell to number six in 2016 from number four in 2015. Additionally, it should be

noted that asbestos is no longer in the top ten willful violations although it was in the top three willful

violations in 2015 and 2014, as can be seen in the charts below.?? These OSHA violations also reflect

several of the industries that placed in the top ten for workplace fatalities in both 2015 and 2014,

including construction, transportation and warehousing, and agriculture.?

2015 Serious Violations

Electrical - General
Electrical - Wiring Requirements

Powered Industrial
Trucks

Machine Guarding

Respiratory
Protection

Hazard
Lockout/Tagout Communication

2016 Serious Violations

. . Fall Protection
Electrical - Wiring

Traini
Methods \ rainng

Powered Industrial
Trucks _\

Machine Guarding

Hazard
Communication

Respiratory
Protection

Lockout/Tagout

Data available at http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/13283-oshas-top-10-most-cited-violations-for-fiscal-year-
2015 and http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/14927-2016-oshas-top-10-most-cited-violations respectively.

22 Sources: http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/13283-oshas-top-10-most-cited-violations-for-fiscal-year-2015
& http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/11414-osha-top-10-2014-the-more-things-change.
23 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0295.xIsx & https://www.bls.gov/iif/cfoi_revised14.htm.
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2015 Willful Violations =~ e

Protection,

Specific Excavation Fall Protection - Steel Occupational Noise
Requirements Erection / Exposure, and
| ’
) . Bloodborne
Permit-Required
) Pathogens
Confined Spaces
Excavations
. . . Grain
2016 W|”fU| VIO|atI0ﬂS Handling,
Specific Excavation Welding,

Requirements General D|uty Clause Cutting, and
Heating

Machine Guarding

Mechanical Power
Presses

Data available at http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/13283-oshas-top-10-most-cited-violations-for-fiscal-year-
2015 and http://www.safetyandhealthmagazine.com/articles/14927-2016-oshas-top-10-most-cited-violations respectively.
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Florida

There were 272 fatal injuries in Florida in 2014, an increase of 19% from the 228 workplace fatalities in
2014.%% In 2014, for the first time in many years, Florida did not place in the top three states for
workplace deaths after slipping to number four due to a very bad series of fatalities in New York;
however, due to the sharp increase in fatalities in 2015, Florida has returned to number three, after
Texas and California.?> While the top seven states remain somewhat consistent, Illinois has slipped from
its previous spot as number seven with 176 deaths to number eight with 172 deaths.?® Georgia, which
only entered the top ten states in 2014, has quickly risen to number six in 2015.

States with the highest number of Workplace
Fatalities in 2014 & 2015

m2014 m2015

531
527

Texas

California

388

Florida

New York

Ohio

202

. 152
Georgia
180
179

Pennsylvania
173

24 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm &
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.

25 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm &
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.

26 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm &
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.

27 Source: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cfch0013.pdf.
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Florida Occupational Injuries by
Industry in 2015

66

37 38

29
22

15 14

11

Graph is based on data acquired from the Bureau of Labor Statistics report on Fatal Occupational Injuries in the U.S. for 2015.
For more information, please visit https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm.

Workplace fatalities in Florida somewhat mirror the national statistics with the top three industries for
work-related deaths as construction with 66 fatalities, an increase of three; transportation and
warehousing with 38 fatalities, an increase of eight; and administrative and waste services with 37
fatalities, an increase of one. ?® The troubling 27% percent increase in transportation and warehousing
should be noted, particularly as this category is often the primary cause of death in most industries.
Other concerning industries are government, which increased from 15 to 29 fatalities, a 93% increase,
and accommodation and food services, which increased from 10 to 15, a 50% increase in fatalities.?®
Agriculture places seventh in Florida with 14 workplace fatalities although it is likely that this particular

G! IANKOdzf GdzNIF £ 62NJ SNE I NB )\)fedzNJélfz\

cases not reported. Even when workers are directly sprayed with pesticides

majority of cases are not reporteBEmployers simply send the affected worket
K2 YS ¥ 2 NgEWifa Eanmjhl,g0aanizer with the Homestead office

L of the Farm Workers Association of Florida )

28 Source: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.
29 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm &
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.
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number is low based on long-term deaths related to pesticide exposure or exposure to other chemicals
or hazardous materials in the workplace. Further, a significant percentage of the workers in this industry
may be undocumented and also transient, thus leading to underreporting of both occupational injuries
and fatalities.

Comparing the industries with the highest numbers of occupational fatalities in Florida for 2015 and
2014, construction continues to place first in the number of workplace deaths in the state followed by
transportation and warehousing, administrative and waste services, retail trade, federal government,
accommodation and food services, and agriculture.*® It should be noted that federal government deaths
increased from 2 in 2014 to 16 in 2015, a 700% increase, the majority of which are from military
occupations.?! This increase in federal deaths, as well as the increase in deaths in accommodation and
food services, moved agriculture out of the top five industries, down to number seven although there
was still an increase in the number of agriculture-related workplace deaths.?

Industries in Florida with Highest
Numbers of Fatalities

B Construction B Transportation & warehousing
B Administrative & waste services M Retail trade
M Federal government m Accomodation and food services

Agriculture, forestry, fishing, & hunting
63

66

2014 2015

Graph is based on data acquired from the Bureau of Labor Statistics on Fatal Occupational Injuries in the U.S. for 2014 and
2015. For more information, please visit https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm.

30 sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.

31 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.

32 Source: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm .
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Steven Barna, 47, was cutting a treeOctober 10, 2016 the Halifax Plantation
neighborhoodnear Ormond Beaclvhen a chunk of the tree rolled on top of him. £
passerby tried to revive him before paramedics arrived, but heotid¢lde scene

On February 20, 2016, Jose Reyes was trimming a tree in Naples when his cha

contacted a high voltage wire. He was electrocuted and died as a result of his inj
\. J

Leisure and Hospitality Fatalities in
Florida in 2014 & 2015

10
Accommodation and food services
15

Arts, entertainment, and recreation

W 2014 w2015

Graph is based on data acquired from the Bureau of Labor Statistics on Fatal Occupational Injuries in the U.S. for 2014 and
2015. For more information, please visit https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.

As was mentioned earlier, there was a 50% increase in fatalities in the accommodation and food services
industries.®® This is particularly troublesome in a state such as Florida that relies heavily on the tourism
industry for a large percentage of its revenue. Further research should be done into any working
conditions that may have led to this increase. The majority of the 2015 workplace fatalities were a result
of violence although transportation incidents and falls, slips, and trips were also relevant causes.*

Events or incidents of exposure that resulted in fatal occupational injuries in Florida across industries in
2015 include violence and other injuries by persons or animals; transportation incidents; falls, slips, and
trips; exposure to harmful substances or environments; and contact with objects and equipment.®® It
should be noted that transportation incidents increased by 51% in 2015 from 84 transportation

33 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm &
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.

34 Source: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm.

35 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.

15| Page



Dying for Work in Florida

incidents in 2014 to 127 incidents in 2015, a significant increase.3® Additionally, contact with objects and
equipment nearly doubled from 15 in 2014 to 28 in 2015.%

Events or Exposure Leading to Fatalities
in Florida in 2015

127 B Transportation incidents

M Falls, slips, & trips
= Violence and other injuries by persons or animals
B Contact with objects and equipment

M Exposure to harmful substances or environments

Graph is based on data acquired from the Bureau of Labor Statistics report on Fatal Occupational Injuries in the U.S. for 2015.
For more information, please visit https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm.

Leopaldo Bueanaventura, age &@s electrocuted and died on November 8, 2016 whi
working on the Men in Black: Alien Attack ride at Universal Orlando. He was found s¢
hours later without a pulse in the rafters of the ride.

On August 5, 2016, Zachary Fordem, 22, was working asch lenbrella attendant in Wes
Walton Beach when he was struck by lightning while setting up an umbrella for a cust

Carol Renee Demmons, 56, was working at Golden @odatksonvillen November 8,
2016 when her boyfriend doused her with lighter fluid. As she tried to run away, he ig
her with a lighter. She died several weeks later at the hospital as a reseitiofuries.

- S

36Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.
37Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.
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Exposure to harmful substances or environments decreased in 2015, which is particularly interesting as
there was a near doubling of these exposures in 2014.38 That being said, there are likely unreported
incidents of exposure to pesticides, silica, and other chemicals or contaminants that have led to long-
term ilinesses and later deaths but are not reflected in this data. Public health advocates, for example,
are concerned that the rule limiting exposure to silica dust - large amounts of which can cause lung
cancer, kidney disease, and other health issues - has not been updated since 1971.%°

Fatalities in Florida due to Exposure to Harmful

Substances or Environments
38

2012 2013 2014 2015

Graph is based on data acquired from the Bureau of Labor Statistics report on Fatal Occupational Injuries by Selected
Characteristics, by Major Event or Exposure, Florida for 2012 to 2015. For more information, please visit
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm.
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their lives due to exposure to harmful gases while working in Key Largo. Mol
County Sheriff described the tragedy as a stack of dominoes cascading dowr
one worker #ter another descending into the manhole. When the first went in :
did not respond, another went in to check on him. After the second did not res
a third went down. A firefighter climbed into the hole to save the workers and
also overcome by gaksing consciousness. The men were consumed and ove
by hydrogen sulfide and methane gas created from years of rotted vegetation.
of the workers wore masks or carried air packs, which likely would have save(
lives. The firefighter survivetiut the construction workers unfortunately did nor

- /

38Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm.
39Source: https://www.law360.com/articles/911130/osha-delays-rule-limiting-silica-exposure.
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\

Dantrell Gray, a 2yearold sanitation worker, died on April 14, 2017 while working in P«
Richey. He fell off a garbage truck while it was backing up. Dantrell was run over by the
andtransported to the hospital where he was pronounced dead.

Curtis Popkey, 59, lost his life on December 20, 2016 while workintraat
Altamonte Springs. He was struck by a steel stand that was used to hold a piece ¢
equipment and died as a resulthisinjuries.Curtis was the second person to be

killed on this project in less than a year.
. J

Florida Incidents in which Three or More Workers were Hospitalized

OSHA Fatality Data by Industry for
Florida in 2015 & 2016

B Construction M Landscaping Other
33

27

2015 2016

Graphs above and below are based on data acquired by OSHA for incidents in which three or more workers were hospitalized
with at least one resulting fatality. For more information, please visit https://www.osha.gov/dep/fatcat/dep_fatcat.html.

The number of incidents in which three or more workers were hospitalized with generally at least one
resulting fatality is of concern as a reflection of the number of life-altering injuries that may arise from
workplace incidents such as those reflected throughout this report.*® This data is based on information
from worker fatalities reported directly to OSHA.** While this information cannot be utilized to
accurately predict the number of work-related deaths that might appear in fiscal year 2016 data once
available, it is still telling that construction and landscaping, a sub-industry of agriculture, continue to be
the two industries with the most multiple worker hospitalizations resulting in at least one fatality as

40 Note that this data is available for fiscal year 2015, running from October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015, and fiscal
year 2016, from October 1, 2015 through September 30, 2016. Employers are required to report incidents resulting in the
hospitalization of three or more workers to OSHA within eight hours.

41 Source: https://www.osha.gov/dep/fatcat/dep_fatcat.html. This information was reported to federal OSHA because Florida
does not have a state level OSHA. The category of other is constructed from the remaining multiple hospitalization incidents
not involving construction or landscaping, but occurring across industries.
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both industries place in the top seven industries for workplace fatalities in the state.*? Note that, as
reflected in the chart below, these same two industries continue to show a high percentage of multiple
hospitalizations as compared to other industries for the first quarter of fiscal year 2017, running from
October 1, 2016 through December 1, 2016.%3

OSHA Fatality Data by Industry
for Florida in Q1 of 2017

Construction
59%

Landscaping
23%

As of April 18, 2017, OSHA Region 4, which includes Mississippi, Alabama,
Georgia, and Florida, has documented 90 deaths since October 1, 2016.
Of these 90 fatalities, 50 of these deaths occurred in Florida. The stories
of many of these workers appear as vignettes throughout this report, a
necessary step so that the reader might recognize that this report is not

simply about data and statistics, but about people who went to work
one day and did not return home that night.

42 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2014/iiffw12.htm and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm.
43 Source: https://www.osha.gov/dep/fatcat/dep_fatcat.html.

19| Page



Dying for Work in Florida

Nationwide Demographic Data

U.S. Employment by U.S. Fatalities by Age
Age in 2015 &% in 2015

years 16-19
3% 20-24

65 years years
years

and over 20-24 1%
6% years 65 years
10% and over

14%

Graph on the left is based on data acquired by the Bureau of Labor Statistics Household Data for employed persons by detailed
industry and age. For more information, please visit https://www.bls.gov/cps/aa2015/cpsaat18b.pdf. Graph on the right is
based on data acquired from the Bureau of Labor Statistics report on Fatal Occupational injuries by worker characteristics and
event or exposure for all of the United States. For more information, please visit
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0301.xIsx.

The national U.S. employment age breakdown is similar to the U.S. fatalities by age when looking at
workers age 44 and younger.* In each age bracket, the percentage of workplace fatalities is lower than
the percentage of workers.* This begins to change, however, when looking at the data for workers age
45 and older with a steady increase in workplace fatalities in each age bracket.*® The most revealing
statistic is with those workers age 65 or older who comprise only six percent of the employment
population but fourteen percent of the fatalities.*” According to a representative from OSHA, there is a
tendency among older individuals to take shortcuts due to fatigue in addition to any limitations in
reaction time or endurance enhanced by age. While more research in this area is necessary, this data
does further incentivize the following of all safety precautions and regulations, including those that call
for periodic breaks during the work day.

As can be seen below, the nationwide U.S. employment demographics by race and ethnicity also
highlight some disparities. While Whites make up 57% of the employment population, they also account
for 68% of the U.S. fatalities.*® However, based on the total number of Whites in the U.S. workforce, this
amounts to three workers per 100,000 experiencing a fatal workplace injury.*

4sources: https://www.bls.gov/cps/aa2015/cpsaat18b.pdf and https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0301.xIsx.
4Sources: https://www.bls.gov/cps/aa2015/cpsaat18b.pdf and https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0301.xIsx.
46Sources: https://www.bls.gov/cps/aa2015/cpsaat18b.pdf and https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0301.xIsx.
47 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/cps/aa2015/cpsaat18b.pdf and https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0301.xIsx.
48 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/opub/reports/race-and-ethnicity/2015/pdf/home.pdf and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0301.xIsx.

49Sources: https://www.bls.gov/cps/aa2015/cpsaat18b.pdf and https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0301.xIsx.
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Hispanics or Latinos make up 12% of the nationwide employment population, but account for 19% of
U.S. fatalities or four fatalities per 100,000 workers in 2015.%° Note that the 903 fatalities in 2015 is a
12% increase from the 804 reported fatalities for Latinos in 2014.5 This is the highest level of fatalities
for this demographic since 2007.52 Despite this increase reflected in the data, there are likely more
fatalities than those demonstrated in the data due to under-reporting by undocumented workers.
Moreover, 605 or 67% of Latino workers killed in 2015 were immigrant workers. >3

U.S. Employment by Ethnicity
Demographics in 2015

American Indian Native Hawaiian
Asian — and Alaska and Other
4% Pacific Islander
Hispanic or 0%
Latino
12%

Graph is based on data acquired by the Bureau of Labor Statistics on Labor Force Characteristics by Race and Ethnicity. For
more information, please visit https://www.bls.gov/opub/reports/race-and-ethnicity/2015/pdf/home.pdf. Note that
employment data includes only employed members of the labor force.

Workplace fatalities for Black and Asian populations were low compared to employment percentages,
resulting in only one in 100,000 workers experiencing a fatal workplace injury in each demographic
area.>

50 Sources: https://www.bls.gov/opub/reports/race-and-ethnicity/2015/pdf/home.pdf and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0301.xIsx.

51Sources: https://www.bls.gov/opub/reports/race-and-ethnicity/2015/pdf/home.pdf and
https://www.bls.gov/opub/reports/race-and-ethnicity/2014/pdf/home.pdf.

52Source: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0229.pdf.

53Source: https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshcfoil.htm.

s4Sources: https://www.bls.gov/opub/reports/race-and-ethnicity/2015/pdf/home.pdf and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0301.xIsx.
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American Indian
and Alaska
1%

U.S. Fatalities by Ethnicity in 2015

Native Hawaiian
and Other
Pacific Islander

0%

Graph is based on data acquired by the Bureau of Labor Statistics report on Fatal Occupational injuries by worker characteristics
and event or exposure. For more information, please https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0301.xIsx. Note that employment

data includes only employed members of the labor force.
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Florida 2mographic Data

The age demographics for both employment and fatalities in Florida somewhat mirror the national data.
Once again, there is a disproportionate percentage of fatalities among those workers who are 45 years
or older with the largest increase among those who are 65 or older.>

Florida Employment by Florida Fatalities by
Age Demographics in Age in 2015
2015 1615 rors 202
years 2% 4%

65 years
and over
6%

Graph on the left is based on data acquired by the United States Census Bureau. For more information, please visit
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF. Graph on the right is based on data
acquired by the Bureau of Labor Statistics report on Fatal Occupational injuries in Florida by selected characteristics, by major
event or exposure. For more information, please visit https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm.

The proportion of workers per ethnicity to workplace fatalities in the state is less similar to the
nationwide data. Whites do continue to make up the largest percentage of the workforce, but the
fatalities are proportional.®® Hispanic or Latino workers make up 23% of the Florida employment
population and 29% of the workplace fatalities.” As mentioned above, it is likely that the number of
fatalities for Latino workers is under-reported due to both immigration status and long-term exposure to
pesticides and other chemicals.

55Sources: https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=CF and
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm.

56 Sources:
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml|?pid=EEO_10_3YR_DOLALL1&prodType=table
and https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm.

57 Sources:
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=EEO_10_3YR_DOLALL1&prodType=table
and https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm.
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Black or African American workers maintained a proportional percentage of workplace fatalities to

ethnicity although, in a concerning development, that means that African American workers had a

higher rate of workplace fatality in Florida than they did nationwide.>®

Florida Employment by
Race or Ethnicity

American

Asian .
Indian or 39% NaF.lve
Alaska Native Ha.w.vauan or
Pacific Islander

0%
0%

Black or Afican
American (non-
Hispanic)
15%

Graph is based on data acquired by the United States Census Bureau. For more information, please visit
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=EEO_10_3YR_DOLALL1&prodType=table.

Florida Fatalities by Race or
Ethnicity in 2015

Asian
1%

Hispanic or
Latino
29%

Black or Afican
American (non-
Hispanic)
14%

Graph above is based on data acquired by the Bureau of Labor Statistics report on Fatal Occupational injuries in Florida by
selected characteristics, by major event or exposure. For more information, please visit
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm.

58 Sources:

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=EEO_10_3YR_DOLALL1&prodType=table
and https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/tgs/2015/iiffw12.htm.
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Just aFew of the ManyStories Behind the Numbers

Stacy Konwiser, a zookeepePalm Beachwvas
engaged irroutine work in a behinthe-scenes
area where the tigers eat and sleep when she
was attacked and killed by one of the tigers on
April 15, 2016.

On March 10, 2016, Napolean Burdiel, 48, was
working in Orlandatop a bucket lift fixing a
sign wherthe alumnum panel touched a high
voltage powerline. He was shocked for a
minute, causing him to fall thirtjeet.

A maintenance worker, Thomas Hollihan, 57,
diedon January 13, 201id Wellingtonwhen he
stepped out of a life basket to get to an area
that was diffcult to reach. A witness saw
Thomasslip and falto his death.

On April 12, 2017, Richard Randolph,d9,
Boca Ratonwvas assisting an overturned tractor
trailer truck on 195 when he fell from the
overpass and died.

Construction workedonathon Bryan#0, of
Jupiterdied on December 12, 20When he
walked into the path of a bulldozer that was
moving in reverse and tripped causing him to
fall in the path of a tire and out of the sight of
the opeator. The machine ran over him.

Alvaro Navarro, 50, dieoh January 13, 2017
when the scaffolding he was working on fell.
Miami Beaclpolicesaid the scaffolding was on
the third floor wherAlvarosomehow fell.

Dillon Antanya, 35, died on January 14, 2016
North VeniceThe foreman at his construction
site was cutting a 5,000 pound concrete slab

overhead when the slab fell on Dillon

On April 29, 2016, Enrique Disas workingon
I-95 near Pompano Beatietween the far right
lane and the entrance ramp when a car went
around another vehicle and struck the werk
Enriguewas taken to a nearby hospital but died
as a result of the injuries.

On June 6, 2016, Bruce Stevensqr3rwas
workingin Zellwoodmoving pallets of
mushroomswith a forklift when the pallets
began swaying. He jumped off the forkliftan
effort to escape but the pallets fell and crudhe
him before he could get away.

Painter Felix Herrea, 28, was working in Orange
County on November 21, 2016 when the
elevated platform he was standing on flipped
over.

On August 17, 201&rnesto Rodrigue#7, was
killedin Miami Beachwhile working on
scaffolding whera cement truck pulled out of a
parking spot, causing the unleveled scaffolding
to fall. Investigators say the scaffolding was
hanging with one side higher than the other and
the movement othe truck caused the cabling to
malfunction.

A landscape worker, Matthew Pollison, 25, was
spreading mulch at a Temple Baptist Church in
Titusville on May 16, 2018Vhilehe was

working, awork truck backed into him and he
died as a result diisinjuries

On November 3, 2016, Hector Ramos, an
employee in Saint Petersburg, was moving
plywood on the third floor deck of a new
construction townhome when he stepped back
into the unguarded stairwell opening and fell to
the first level of the concrete floor.
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/ The Death of a Laborer in Miami \

Construction worker Oscar Cabrera, age 43, was killed when a Miami Metromover
collided with a piece of construction equipment. Oscar was not wearing a harness ar
thrown from the lift when it wastruck. He fell to his death on February 8, 2017.

dOscar first joined the union in 2014. He had come to the hall because hefevesd &
our urion by a worker on a jobsit@ne of his main reasons flining the union was to
ensure he would havewice on the job. Due to his happy demeaiharas quickly drawn t
him and we became friends. Oscar was though#lv/ays thinking of othersContractors
would sometimes give the unispare safety equipment. Oscnowing this, would alway
call to getsafety equipment for workers who did not have the proper gear. He was not
a great laborer but a great friend. He will be missed.

--Miguel AragonBusiness AgentiUNA Local 165:

- /

And the Many Names

Due to confidentiality factors, it is often very difficult to attain specific details from OSHA as to the
nature of workplace fatalities although we can tell from the data that many of the deaths are in
industries for which OSHA standards and guidance do exist.

Roger Jourdan, April 27, 2016, Destin, Exposure: Shock 272 deaths in
Patrick Byrd, April2 2016, Salem, Exposure: Struck . .
Douglas Whetstine, May 1, 2016, Starke, Exposure: chemical Florida in 2015
Mike Rancourt, May 5, 2016, Tallahasse, Exposure: Fall (from elevatory
Charlesédan, May 17, 2016, Myakka City, Exposure: Heat

Ishmael CharleMalave, May 30, 2016, Boca Raton, Exposure: Caught in or between
Richard Beck, June 11, 2016, Auburndale, Exposure: Shock

Norberto Gallado, June 15, 2016, Bonita Springs, Exposure: Caughétween

Larry Brower, June 18, 2016, Davenport, Exposure: Fall (from elevation)

Alfredo Jimenez, July 12, 2016, Tampa, Exposure: Shock

William Padron, July 19, 2016, Davie, Exposure: Heat

Thurman Hall, July 22, 2016, Ormond Beach, Exposure: Fale{é&aation)

Harold Ambroise, August 6, 2016, West Palm Beach, Exposure: Struck

Mark Allen Cawley, August 15, 2016, West Palm Beach, Exposure: Shock

Ernesto Rodriguez, August 16, 2016, Miami Beach, Exposure: Fall (from elevation)
Pedro Barcenas, August 2915, Marco Island, Exposure: Shock

Carlos Lope3anchez, September 1, 2016, West Palm Beach, Exposure: Fall (from elevation)
Jorge Rivas, September 3, 2016, Miami, Exposure: Caught in or between

Isidro Archilla, September 17, 2016, Deerfield Beach, Expdall (from elevation)
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Klaus Johnson, October 5, 2016, Jacksonville, Exposure: Fall (from elevation)
Arthur Grimes, October 14, 2016, Deltona, Exposure: Shock

Rodriguez Aldo, October 31, 2016, Plantation, Exposure: fall (from elevation)
Jonathan Gilmord\ovember 29, 2016, Milton, Exposure: Caught in or between
Peter Kubeck, December 19, 2016, Lozahatchee, Exposure: Caught in or between
Pablo Feminias, December 28, 2016, Tampa, Exposure: Struck
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Conclusion-What Can be Done

In 2014, Florida slipped to number four in the list of states with the highest number of workplace deaths
for the first time in many years. Unfortunately, in 2015, Florida returned to number three. It is deeply
troubling that many of the state’s industries have seen an increase in workplace fatalities that are both
foreseeable and preventable, particularly when workplace fatalities in the state rose 19% from 228 to
272 deaths while fatalities nationwide rose only one percent.

Moreover, based on the fact that 91% of the nation’s fatalities occur within private industry, private
industry should be actively engaged in addressing workplace safety and health issues by establishing
comprehensive injury and illness prevention programs to promote the identification and control of
workplace hazards. Additionally, employers should withdraw all programs that discourage the reporting
of workplace injuries and illnesses or other programs that shift employer responsibility for health and
safety onto workers. Employers should support workers who are concerned about workplace safety by
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encouraging the reporting of unsafe conditions and working with workers to create a safe and healthy
workplace environment for all.

Communities and elected officials should also prioritize workplace safety so that an employee is not put
in the position of having to choose between safety and a paycheck. Community members and elected
officials should become educated on issues related to workplace safety and support the efforts of OSHA
to assist both employers and employees in establishing safe and healthy workplaces. There are
resources available to both employers and employees to ensure that workplace safety trainings and
worksite evaluations are put in place and the use of these resources should be highly encouraged.

Locally, elected officials and community members should become cognizant of the many issues that
affect workplace safety and health including the misclassification of workers as independent contractors
when they are actually employees. This practice pervades many Florida industries including those that
rank the highest for workplace deaths each year such as construction. *° The misclassification of workers
has a ripple effect that extends to a lack of safety training and provision of workers compensation.

The goal within the state of Florida should be to slip down the list of states with the highest numbers of
occupational fatalities and to instead set a high bar of safety that other states can emulate.

The goal at the federal level should be to support the efforts of OSHA and other similar regulatory
bodies in order to ensure that both employers and employees are working together to adhere to
workplace safety standards and best practices.

SpecialThanks To

9 Report released in collaboration with the South Florida Justice and Equality in the Workplace
Program, which includes the U.S. Department of Labor through the Wage and Hour Division
(WHD) and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA); the Equal Employment
and Opportunity Commission (EEOC); the Consulate General of Mexico in Miami, Florida; the
Consulate General of Guatemala in Miami, Florida; the Consulate General of Uruguay in Miami,
Florida; the Consulate General of El Salvador in Miami, Florida; the Consulate General of Haiti in
Miami, Florida; South Florida Interfaith Worker Justice; the South Florida AFL-CIO; WeCount!;
the American Friends Service Committee; UNITE HERE Local 355; the South Florida Chapter of
the Labor Council for Latin American Advancement; LIUNA Local 1652; the Farmworkers
Association of Florida; and Catholic Legal Services of the Archdiocese of Miami.

9 Allegany Franciscan Ministries and the Catholic Campaign for Human Development for their
financial support and encouragement

9 National Council on Occupational Safety and Health and workplace safety advocates from
around the country for sharing information regarding workplace fatalities

I South Florida Building Trades for their collaboration and support

59Source: http://www.miamiherald.com/latest-news/article1988206.html.
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Ironworkers International and Local 272 for their help with gathering data and their support
LiIUNA Local 1652 and the Southeast Laborers’ District Council of the Laborers’ International
Union for their help with gathering data and their support

Farm Workers’ Association of Florida (Homestead Office) for their help with gathering data
South Florida Interfaith Worker Justice, the South Florida COSH member group who worked on
the report

Savannah Caccamo for her invaluable assistance with data gathering and presentation

Ourcondolences to all who have lost family @mbers, coworkers,
and members, particularly LIUNA Local 1652

Report prepared by the South Florida Council on Occupational Safe
and Health (South Florida COSH)
Contact: Jeanette Smith, 36598-1404, jeanettesnth@sfiwj.org
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